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Southeast Texas Home School Association

Upcoming Events

December 16 - Schlitterbahn Homeschool Days Endspg. 09

December 30 - Playhouse Disney pg. 09

December - Upcoming Robotic Events pg. 06
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     New homeschoolers and veterans alike are sure to benefit from the
great workshops planned for SETHSA’s Winter Mini-Conference on
Saturday, January 12, 2008.  Local homeschool bookstores have lined
up some wonderful workshops.

HEP BOOKSTORE

     At HEP Bookstore owner Joanne Juren will present two seminars,
“Getting Started and Organized” at 10:30 am and “Choosing
Curriculum” at 11:30 am and “Creating the High School Four Year Plan
and Transcript” at 1:30 pm.  The HEP Bookstore will also have a 15%
off sale on this Saturday.  Joanne’s staff will be on hand to discuss the
legalities of homeschooling and help customers make curriculum
choices. Store Hours:  Monday-Friday 10:00 am – 5:00 pm and
Saturdays, 10-3pm.  The Store is located at located at 11665 Fuqua,
Ste A-100, Houston, TX, 77034. For more information about HEP
Bookstore, please visit the webpage at www.hepbookstore.com or call
281-922-0472.

THE HOMESCHOOL STORE

     Come celebrate with other homeschoolers as The Homeschool Store
has their 10th anniversary party.  A party tailor-made for homeschoolers,
of course!  Bring your book lists so you can take advantage of the special
discounts.  The Homeschool Store will also have door prizes and lots of
great snacks.  But, the best part is that Renee Mathis, a veteran
homeschooler, will be speaking.  New homeschoolers will have work-
shops geared towards their needs as they start this great adventure, too.
The staff will be around all day to answer any question they can and to
help you with all your homeschooling needs.  The Homeschool Store’s
hours are 10-5.  Visit their website at www.thehomeschoolstore.com or
call them at 713-683-8894 for more information.

LOVE2LEARN

     At Love2Learn Hank Tate, a longtime veteran homeschooler, will be
speaking on various topics for new homeschoolers from 10:00 am –
11:30 am.  The store will be open from 10 am – 5 pm and their staff will
be available to help answer any questions you may have.  For more
information, visit the store’s website at www.love2learnstore.com or call
them at (281) 516 – 1202.  The store is located at 1226 W. Main St.,
Tomball, TX 77375.  General store hours are Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat from
10 am – 5 pm and Thurs from 10 am to 7 pm.

WWWWWHAHAHAHAHATTTTT’’’’’SSSSS N N N N NEWEWEWEWEW     AAAAATTTTT SETHSA? SETHSA? SETHSA? SETHSA? SETHSA?
     It is up!  Please check out the brand new look of our website.  Although
we are still fine tuning it, you can find a great amount of information on
our website.  Do you know someone new to homeschooling and in need of
our beginner packet?  They can now receive it online!
     Also, in case you missed it, please make note of our new phone
numbers:  (281) 756-9792, new fax number (281) 756-8199.  Al-
though our office has moved, our mailing address will remain the same.
     You can find the “What’s New at SETHSA?” section on the front page
of The Teaching Pioneer as new information becomes available.  We are
very excited about the changes that will be coming through the next year
and want to keep you up-to-date each month.

AAAAATTENTIONTTENTIONTTENTIONTTENTIONTTENTION A A A A ALLLLLLLLLL H H H H HOMESCHOOLERSOMESCHOOLERSOMESCHOOLERSOMESCHOOLERSOMESCHOOLERS!!!!!
     Do you have any information that other homeschooling families might
find useful?  If so, please send it to us at publisher@sethsa.org.    Ar-
ticles will need to be submitted by the 15th of the month.   We appreciate
all the information currently being sent to us and look forward to hearing
from you!
     Also, if you would like information on advertising, please contact us
via phone or e-mail at publisher@sethsa.org.

C.O.W. Homeschool StORE

     Let’s welcome the new homeschool store in the area!  At The C.O.W.
Homeschool Store Tracie Wood will have a seminar on January 12, 2008,
from 10 am-3 pm, to discuss the different curriculums that are available
to you.  And, boy there are a lot!  She will be discussing the choices
available to enhance each individuals learning style.  One-on-one ques-
tion and answer time will be available throughout the day.  Store hours
are Monday, Wednesday, Thursday,and Friday 10 am – 5 pm and Tues-
day from 10 am - 3 pm.  The store is located at 19333 HWY 59 N. Suite
210, Humble TX 77338.  If you have any questions, please feel free to
call 281-446-1474.
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Southeast Texas Home School Association (SETHSA) is a volunteer, non-profit
501(c)3 organization committed to ministering to home schoolers in the southeast
area of Texas. We receive over 4000 phone calls per year in which we inform and
encourage new and veteran home educators.  SETHSA  provides central communication
through our monthly newsletter The Teaching Pioneer as well as on the  web, which
contains information on legal updates, local news, and activities.  SETHSA hosts an
annual conference each year with more than 130 workshops and 250 vendors, as well
as sponsoring Bees, reading incentive programs, homeschool days, and much more.

Individual subscriptions to The Teaching Pioneer are available.  Contact SETHSA
through e-mail or by the phone number listed below to find out more information.

Your financial contributions help SETHSA better minister to the homeschool
community and are tax deductible.   For more information or suggestions, e-mail,
call, or write to:

SETHSA
PMB 297      4950 FM 1960 W.  #A-7                Houston, Texas 77069
Answering Service 281-756-9792                            FAX  281-756-8199

web page:  http://www.sethsa.org                      e-mail:  staff@sethsa.org

Submissions to The Teaching Pioneer  are accepted  and must be received electronically
or in writing by the 15th of the preceding month.  The newsletter is mailed or
electronically sent on or before the 22nd  of each month.  SETHSA  reserves the right
to edit articles for content and length.  Articles and reviews do not necessarily reflect
the opinions of the SETHSA board.  E-mail articles to publisher@sethsa.org.

HSLDA  News

HSLDA  PERX

     HomeSchool Minder is the complete and affordable,  software solu-
tion for organizing your homeschool.  HomeSchool Minder provides you
with a secure, reliable, and intuitive place to easily create and store
records, grades, calendars, assignments, lesson plans, and transcripts
for all of your students.  Special pricing is available for HSLDA Members.

VVVVVENGEFULENGEFULENGEFULENGEFULENGEFUL     TTTTTIPSTERIPSTERIPSTERIPSTERIPSTER     TTTTTURNSURNSURNSURNSURNS     INININININ F F F F FAMILAMILAMILAMILAMILYYYYY

     We received a call from a Texas member family who said they had
been contacted by a social worker out of Sherman, Texas.  The social
worker indicated a tipster had accused the family of failing to homeschool
their children and depriving them of milk.  The social worker requested
to enter the family’s home and interview the children.  Apparently, the
tipster was a relative who was using the system to persecute the family.
     HSLDA Senior Counsel Chris Klicka drafted a letter to the social
worker, declining the request to enter the home and interview the chil-
dren. He explained that the accusations were false and made mali-
ciously by the family’s aunt.  Klicka admitted that the children were not
permitted to have milk, but this was because some of them had allergies
to milk.  Klicka explained that the family was providing their children
with adequate nutrition by means other than milk.  Klicka also explained
that the family had been homeschooling and were not neglecting to
educate their children.
     The letter also discussed the federal Keeping Children Safe Act,
which prohibits a social worker from breaching the family’s Fourth Amend-
ment rights.
     Instead of interviews, Klicka provided the social worker with a doctor’s
report and letters of reference from people who know the family and
know that they are good parents.  The family has not heard from the
social worker since.

NNNNNEWEWEWEWEW PSA PSA PSA PSA PSAT LT LT LT LT LAAAAAWWWWW G G G G GETSETSETSETSETS     TTTTTESTEDESTEDESTEDESTEDESTED

     During the 2007 session of the Texas legislature, Home School Le-
gal Defense Association worked with Texas homeschool leaders to en-
sure passage of a new law which mandates that homeschoolers be al-
lowed to take certain tests which are only offered by public schools.
The law specifically states: “A school district shall permit a home-schooled
student entitled . . . to attend public school in the district to participate
in an administration of the PSAT/NMSQT or a college advanced place-
ment test offered by the district.” HSLDA worked on this law because
some school districts were actually prohibiting homeschoolers from tak-
ing these tests.
After the bill became law, the Pedrons, an HSLDA member family, con-
tacted their local high school to have two of their boys take the PSAT.
However, this Dallas-area public school told the family that the students
could not participate.
HSLDA attorney Chris Klicka contacted the chairman of the counseling
department of this Dallas-area school and explained the new law. The
chairman quickly acted and arranged for the boys to take the PSAT
during the testing time later that week.
After laws are passed, it often takes time for school district personnel to
get the message. With over 1,000 school districts in Texas, there is
potential for lack of communication. HSLDA appreciates this opportu-
nity to be able to come in and explain the requirements of the law.
The PSAT is the gateway into the National Merit Scholarship Program.
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Pastor Matt Bullen
Grace Family Baptist Church

Proverbs 10:1Proverbs 10:1Proverbs 10:1Proverbs 10:1Proverbs 10:1
The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a
glad father: but a foolish son is the heaviness of his
mother.

     In our last three articles we have contrasted the wise child with the
foolish child and discussed the problem of indulgence. Now we move to
the solution, “training.”
     Thankfully, God has given us in the book of Proverbs the how-to of
raising a wise child and also how to avoid raising a fool.

  Proverbs 29:15: The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to
himself bringeth his mother to shame.
     Proverbs 22:15: Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the
rod of correction shall drive it far from him.

     The word here in Proverbs 22:15 translated as foolishness is the
Hebrew word ivveleth.  If we look at the twenty-five places in the Bible
where ivveleth is used, it is very clear that it means those traits of a fool
that we looked at previously.  So Proverbs 22:15 is telling us that the way
to have wise children and not fools is to drive the foolishness out of them
with a rod.
     The vain philosophies of the world have gotten us so turned around
that we train our pets better than we train our kids.  We are not surprised
when we see animals, who are not made in the image of God, trained to
do all kinds of incredible things, and yet we are amazed that someone
could train a two-year-old, who is vastly more intelligent than any animal,
to behave and be happy and contented.  The truth is that a child can be
trained to be whatever we want him to be.  We either train them by
diligent effort to obey God’s word or train them to live by their natural
lusts and desires through default and neglect.  Make no mistake all
children are trained.  If we don’t like what they are becoming, we must
admit our guilt and change our training.
     How do we get our children to listen and obey the first time without
fail?  How does that lion tamer at the circus get the “king of beasts” to
obey his every whim?  By training and instruction.  How do we get a two-
year-old to obey instantly, stop whining, or sit quietly in church?  It is as
simple as using a miniature version of that lion tamer’s whip, something
our grandmothers called a switch and the book of Proverbs calls a rod.
The lion tamer doesn’t use the whip to punish or discipline the lion but to
train him to obey.  He trains him patiently and diligently so that when they
enter the ring both know their place; they both know who the trainer is,
who the trainee is, and what is expected of each.

THE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STOREOREOREOREORE
1355 JUDIW355 JUDIW355 JUDIW355 JUDIW355 JUDIWAAAAAY  HOUSTY  HOUSTY  HOUSTY  HOUSTY  HOUSTONONONONON,,,,,     TX 77018TX 77018TX 77018TX 77018TX 77018

713-683-8894713-683-8894713-683-8894713-683-8894713-683-8894
Discount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  Children en en en en WWWWWelcomeelcomeelcomeelcomeelcome

PubPubPubPubPublisherlisherlisherlisherlishers in Stocs in Stocs in Stocs in Stocs in Stockkkkk
Saxon - Alpha Omega - Bob Jones - Apologia

Singapore Math - Lamplighter Books - Classic Novels
Explode the Code - D.I.V.E. Cd’s -  Shurley Grammar

Tapestry of Grace - Runkle Geography - Easy Grammar
Write Source - DK - Story of Liberty - Master Books
Learning Language Arts thru Literature - Pathways
Spelling Power - Sing, Spell, Read & Write - Baker
Christian Liberty Press - Progeny Press - Usborne
Five in a Row - Well Trained Mind - Diana Waring

Horizons Math - Veritas Press - Henty Books
Greenleaf - Writing Strands - Power Glide

English from the Roots Up
Over 200 Publishers in Stock, Others arriving Soon

100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books
(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)

Map at www.thehomeschoolstore.com
or  Call for directions

We buy used Curriclum

 My wife used to carry a little rod (the little plastic rod that you use to
open and close your mini-blinds) with her constantly when our children
were small.  When they would start to fuss or kick on the diaper-changing
table or in the high chair, she would say “no” in a normal but firm voice;
if the baby didn’t stop, she would give him a little pop on the bare leg with
the rod.  The baby would come to associate the slight pain on the leg
with the word “no.”
     She was very consistent with this and would escalate it, as necessary,
until the child yielded.  Before long she would just say “no” in a normal
but authoritative voice and the baby would instantly comply.  The baby
had learned that Momma is in charge and that submission of his will to
hers is much less painful than persisting in getting his own way.
     This was not punishment because with our children we used this from
six months on; they were too young to even know about rules and such.
We were simply helping them, by using outward constraint, to deny their
natural tendency to indulge their flesh, and we were planting the seeds
of self-discipline, which would someday make them fertile soil for the
Spirit of God to train and instruct them in his law.
     Training is preventative.  Correction is curative.  Remember, “An
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.”
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I hate to admit it, but this was my first time to attend the

MOM’S CORNER

TTTTTAKINGAKINGAKINGAKINGAKING T T T T TIMEIMEIMEIMEIME O O O O OFFFFFFFFFF

By The Joyful Housewife

     Do you take enough time off?  Do you work your schedule or does it
work you?  Homeschooling is the absolute best place for your children.
But, some days, if you are like me, it starts to feel more like a burden
than a blessing.  So can our children for that matter.  I usually keep trying
to “tough it out” and finish the schedule.  If I’ve planned to continue
school until X on the calendar, we will work until X.  No matter that the
kids no longer are enjoying the learning.  No matter that I wake each
morning with a sense of dread.  No matter that my beloved is afraid of
coming home.  We will finish when I had planned!  But, is that wise?  What
am I teaching my littles?  When this spiral starts in our home, I try to take
a step back and remember WHY I’m homeschooling.  Oh yeah, to raise my
kids in the fear and admonition of the Lord.  Yes, sticking to the schedule
is important.  But, if I am whining as much as they are, it’s time for a
break.
     What does a break look like?  I have a friend that schools for 6 weeks
then takes a week off.  They use that time to deep-clean the house (that
would be nice) and go on field trips.  I love that idea.  I have friends that
follow the school schedule that gives them time off during the year and
summer.  I love that idea.  We are not planned breakers.  When I notice
that we are biting at each other or that school is a struggle for me as well
as them, we take a day off.  I try to do something fun on that day.  One
time during a really bad week I folded the books and we went to the
movies—during the day!  We then went out to eat for lunch.  The kids
thought I was the world’s greatest mom again and I remembered what
great people the Lord had allowed me to take care of.  But, just this week
we started the day with a movie at home, then did school.  It was just nice
to curl up with them and hold them.
     Here I feel I must insert a word of caution.  If you are the kind of mom
that has trouble getting back to school after a break (you know who you
are) then your breaks need to be SMALL.  A week off is too long for you
and you know it.  Take an afternoon.  Take a day.  The important thing is
to use the break and not get caught in it.
     The holidays are coming up.  Do you try to school AND make 17
different kinds of cookies?  How is that working for you?  (In the words of
Dr. Phil.)  Maybe this year, try taking the month of December off.  I
remember the first time I heard about a mom doing this.  My first thought
was, “A whole month?  But, can I DO that?”  We tried it.  The holidays
were wonderful that year.   The next year, I didn’t try it for whatever
reason was important at that time.  The holidays were very hard.  In fact,
I tried to cancel them a couple of times, but the news stations kept right
on talking about them.  We’ve taken December off since then.

WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY

PACES is an educational organization that provides home 
educating parents with the tools they need. 

PACES facilitates tutoring, testing, evaluating, curriculum 
consultation, scheduling, speaking and workshops for 

home educating individuals and groups. 
PACES also provides a one day per week 

classical school-type setting for home educated 
students.

3 Locations to serve 
your family 

SavetheDate... Masquerade Ball
February 29, 2008

Tickets are Limited - Get yours now!

Classical Education Conference  - June 2008

More Informatio n?  www.pacesinfo.org

North, 
West and

now in 
Kingwood!

     In Proverbs 31 the Lord tells us that a wise woman “looks well to the
ways of her household.”  That means more than just the state of order
within the four walls God has given you.  It also means the state of heart
of your family.
     Enjoy your littles and your beloved.  Check out my blog at http://
thejoyfulhousewife.blogspot.com/ for more articles.

HHHHHEAEAEAEAEAVENVENVENVENVEN S S S S SENTENTENTENTENT C C C C CHOIRSHOIRSHOIRSHOIRSHOIRS

Heaven Sent Choirs is currently enrolling new students for the Spring
semester.  The choir offers a high quality, Christ-centered, music educa-
tion program for homeschooled students in grades 1 through 12. In-
cluded in the program are formal concerts, and ministry days at local
nursing homes, hospitals, as well as other venues. For more information
please visit the website at www.heavensentchoirs.org or call Kathie
Fleming at 281-635-2365.

MOM’S CORNER CONT.
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Your homeschool headquarters in Houston - 
·  HEP Bookstore – curriculum, games, t-shirts, 

seminars, consulting, standardized testing 
·  Home Education Partnership of Texas – Classical 

School/Group Classes – Serving the greater Houston 
area for 10  years with quality group classes 

·  Eta Sigma Alpha National Home School Honor 
Society –  Home of the Alpha Chapter 

 
11665 Fuqua, STE A-100 

(I-45 South, exit #33, east side of I-45) 
Houston, TX  77034 

281-922-0472 or 281-922-0478 
www.hepbookstore.com 

www.homeeducationpartnership.com 
 

Saxon, Bob Jones Press, Singapore Math, 
Alpha Omega, Easy Grammar, Great Source, Cathy 

Duffy’s Top 100 Picks, and many other wonderful books 
and curriculums! 

 
 

 

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT. WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.

NNNNNORTHORTHORTHORTHORTH H H H H HARRISARRISARRISARRISARRIS C C C C COUNTYOUNTYOUNTYOUNTYOUNTY 4-H  C 4-H  C 4-H  C 4-H  C 4-H  CLUBLUBLUBLUBLUB

Make plans to start your new year by checking out
4-H.  Our business meeting is scheduled for Thurs-
day, January 10.  Guests are welcome.  Come find
out if 4-H will help enhance your home school.  We
meet at Trinity Lutheran Church, Family Life Cen-
ter, Room 213 A upstairs.  There are plenty of

opportunities in 4-H.  All that is needed to be a member is to pick out a
project and spend 6 hours learning, doing, and possibly even leading in
your project area.  If you are interested in being kept posted on upcoming
meetings, please email us and we will put you on our once a month
reminder list.  We also have an information packet that we can email.  We
meet from 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm.  The address of the church is 5201
Spring Cypress, Spring, TX 77379.  Email - greenmonkey4h@yahoo.com.
Web site - http://www.geocities.com/greenmonkey4h/.  Additional sites:
Harris County 4-H web site - http://harris-tx.tamu.edu/4h/index.htm;
Texas 4-H site (includes details on available projects) - http://texas4-
h.tamu.edu/projects/

EEEEENCOURANCOURANCOURANCOURANCOURAGEMENTGEMENTGEMENTGEMENTGEMENT     FORFORFORFORFOR     THETHETHETHETHE H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL F F F F FAMILAMILAMILAMILAMILYYYYY

CCCCCONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE

     Do you feel like you are running on a treadmill?  Do you want to have
sweet relationships with your children as they are growing up and not
experience the heartache of rebellion and immorality?  Do your children
have greater purpose in life than just to have fun?  Be challenged and
find ways that God can set your family on a journey of spiritual unity,
purpose, and direction of which you never dreamed.
     The Encouragement for the Homeschool Family Conference will be
held Monday, January 7th, (7-9:30 p.m.).  The event, held by the Steve
and Teri Maxwell family, is hosted by the Grace Family Baptist Church
Homeschool Support Group.  The conference will be held at Northwest
Houston Seventh Day Adventist Church at 7126 Spring Cypress in Spring,
Texas.  There is no cost for the conference, but a love offering box will be
available to help with the Maxwells’ traveling expenses.  Pre-registra-
tion is requested.  For more information on the conference, please visit
www.Titus2.com, and click Conferences on the side bar, or e-mail/call
Debra Brannon (debbrannon@sbcglobal.net or 281-955-9414) or Misty
Phillip (mistyphillip@gmail.com or 281-355-5899).
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SSSSSCIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCE F F F F FAIRAIRAIRAIRAIR W W W W WORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOP

     Have you wanted to participate in a science fair, but were worried you
would not know what to do?  Maybe you were concerned that when you
got there it would not look right.  Perhaps you have participated and you
want to bump the project up a notch.  Rest easy!  There is help.  Karen
Garza, coordinator of the Texas Regional Science Fair, is presenting a
hands-on workshop on science fairs to get
you and your stu- dents prepared.  It is
set for Saturday, February 9, 2008
from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm at Tomball
College Convention Center.  The fee is
$15 per family to cover teaching mate-
rials and handouts. Registration deadline
is January 30.  This is for students K-12th and parents.  It would be
helpful if arrangements were made for younger children.  Nursing ba-
bies are welcome.  Topics to be covered are:
9:00 – 10:00 am – Project Brainstorming
10:15 – 11:15 am – Now What?
11:30 – 12:30 am – Board Design & Interview Tips
12:30  –  1:30 pm - Lunch (pre-paid) – Q&A + Fellowship
     The last session time is for finishing and developing in greater detail
any of the areas presented in each session, Q&A, and lunch.  This time
frame is optional.  Pre-paid lunch of pizza and drink is $5 per person.
You can also bring your lunch.  For more information or to register,
please contact Karen Garza at 281-370-6222 or
texasregionalsciencefair@yahoo.com.  For up to date information visit:
www.texasregionalsciencefair.com

UUUUUPCOMINGPCOMINGPCOMINGPCOMINGPCOMING R R R R ROBOTICSOBOTICSOBOTICSOBOTICSOBOTICS E E E E EVENTSVENTSVENTSVENTSVENTS:::::

Many of these competitions will include homeschool teams.  In general
these are free admission events and open to the public to attend.

LONE STAR FIRST LEGO LEAGUE COMPETITION

For 9-14 year old students
Saturday, Dec 1, 2007
Reagan H.S in Houston Heights
413 E 13th Street, Houston, TX, 77038
Over 100 teams are expected, including several area homeschool teams.
Volunteers and judges are needed.
The public is welcome and encouraged to attend at no charge.
Team registration/pits open at 6:30am. Opening ceremonies are at
7:45am with teams competing throughout the day. The tournament
concludes with awards at 4pm.
http://core.tech.uh.edu/corehome.htm

FALL EARLY COMPETITION

EARLY - Engineering And Robotics Learned Young Robotics Competition.
For elementary youth (ages 7-12) using SIMPLE MACHINES.
December 8, 2007
8am-3pm
Hogg Middle School
1100 Merrill Street
Houston, TX 77009 (Heights area)
http://www.earlyrobotics.org/

TEXAS BEST CHAMPIONSHIP

Friday, November 30 and Saturday, December 1, at the Lubbock Municipal
Coliseum on the Texas Tech University campus.
Teams from regional hub events will advance to this event, including the
Woodlands Homeschoolers BEST team.
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/texasbest/

ROBOFEST HOUSTON

Date has been set for April 5, 2008 for our 4th annual event and will
take place in north Houston. For 5th-12th grade students. Team
registration will open in January.
Stay tuned for updates. We will need volunteers and sponsors.
Questions contact robofest@jsoft.com
http://www.jsoft.com/ts/robotics/RoboFest/
For more robotics information see:
http://www.jsoft.com/archive/robotics/

HHHHHOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL     AAAAAFTERFTERFTERFTERFTER H H H H HOURSOURSOURSOURSOURS S S S S SPPPPPAAAAACECECECECE     AAAAADDDDDVENTUREVENTUREVENTUREVENTUREVENTURE     AAAAATTTTT S S S S SPPPPPAAAAACECECECECE C C C C CENTERENTERENTERENTERENTER

HHHHHOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTON

Homeschool After Hours Space Adventure - February
28, 2008 5pm-10pm Exclusive private event for
homeschool families.  After hours activities at Space
Center Houston.  Price includes admission, dinner and
activities.  You can either book your own hotel or select
the option that includes an overnight stay in an area
hotel.  Families of all ages are invited.  Space is lim-

ited, sign up early, advanced registration and payment is requried.  For
further information Call: 281-244-2164 SVOPrograms@spacecenter.org
or visit this website http://www.spacecenter.org/
SchoolOvernightHomeSchool.html
also see: http://spacecenter.org/HomeSchool.html
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EEEEEVENINGSVENINGSVENINGSVENINGSVENINGS     FORFORFORFORFOR E E E E EDUCADUCADUCADUCADUCATTTTTORSORSORSORSORS     AAAAATTTTT MF MF MF MF MFAHAHAHAHAH

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
Date: January 15, 2008
Top Picks: European Art I, 1200 - 1700 - Date: February 5, 2008
Top Picks: European Art II, 1700 - 1900 - Date: March 3, 2008
Pompeii - Date: April 8, 2008
Power and Prestige in Art: China, India, and Korea 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Participants will receive an education packet containing exhibition im-
ages and program information as well as snacks, refreshments, and a
certificate of participation at the closing reception.
Registration is $5 at the event, and pre-registration is not necessary.
For more information, call 713-639-7590 or e-mail schools@mfah.org
The Museum of Fine Arts (Houston) http://mfah.org/

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.

WWWWWHOLEHOLEHOLEHOLEHOLEHHHHHEARTEDEARTEDEARTEDEARTEDEARTED M M M M MOTHEROTHEROTHEROTHEROTHER C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE

Date: February 15-16, 2008
Location: The Dallas Marriott Las Colinas
223 West Las Colinas Boulevard
2008 Conference Theme: Seasons of a Mother’s Heart Enjoying every
season of life as a homeschooling mother.
A two-day hotel conference and getaway designed especially for Chris-
tian and homeschooling mothers, celebrating it Tenth year anniversary
in 2008. This year’s theme returns to the messages that started Sally’s
ministry to mothers over a decade ago. As you enter into Sally’s journey
of Christian parenting and homeschooling as a mother, you’ll be re-
minded of the life of trust and faith to which God has called you in
raising wholehearted children at home. The conference also includes
practical workshops, special music, inspirational worship, a seated lun-
cheon, a bookstore, a free gift book, and more.  Early Registration by
January 18 is $79.00. After January 18, the cost is $90.00.
The WholeHearted Mother Conference
http://www.wholeheart.org/whcalendaritem.php?eventid=21

TTTTTEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS R R R R REGIONALEGIONALEGIONALEGIONALEGIONAL S S S S SCIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCE F F F F FAIRAIRAIRAIRAIR

     Science is the window into the ‘awesomeness’ of our God!  Make this
the year you go from “meaning to” to “doing!”  Don’t miss out!  Join us
this year on April 5, 2008 at Tomball College Convention Center!  Take
on the challenge of diving deeper into science while also having a
chance to be awarded great prizes.  This will be ICARE’s 12th year to
host the fair!  This past year, TCL General Contractor’s sponsorship
allowed our 5 Grand Champions to receive $100 savings bonds and our
5 Reserve Grand Champions to receive $50 bonds, as well as science
related gifts.  Global PetroPhysics also contributed to the bonds.  Every
student is recognized, receives a ribbon, and a gift pack, which was
made possible through donations from ICARE, Full Measure Productions,
and Revelation Science.  We look forward to additional sponsors for we
are now a recognized non-profit organization, so that all donations are
tax deductible!  If you or your company are interested in being a sponsor,
please contact us at the email below.
Fees:                        $10 per exhibitor, teams limited to 2 students
Registration deadline:                                                 Wednesday, March 21, 2008
Make sure to check out the article in this newsletter on a science fair
workshop that can help prepare your family to participate here or at
another fair.  Keep updated at www.texasregionalsciencefair.com or
contact Karen Garza at texasregionalsciencefair@yahoo.com.  Thank
you and we look forward to serving you!!
(Formally known as Regional Northside Science Fair.)

HHHHHIGHIGHIGHIGHIGH S S S S SCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL S S S S SCIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCE L L L L LABSABSABSABSABS - A - A - A - A - APOLOGIAPOLOGIAPOLOGIAPOLOGIAPOLOGIA

     Mid-year registration is available!!  There are openings available for
students that want to get into a lab setting.  Teacher, Karen Garza for:
Biology – Text: Exploring Creation with Biology 2nd edition.  New stu-
dents begin in Module 9.
Wednesday, 12:30 – 2:30 pm, 7327 Root Road, Spring in a free stand-
ing classroom.
     Thursday, 2:15 – 4:15 pm, Boys and Girls Country, the HIS class
Tomball location.
Chemistry –– Text: Exploring Creation with Chemistry, 2nd edition.  New
students will begin in second half of Module 9.
     Thursday, 10:45 am – 1:15 pm, at Boys and Girls Country, the HIS
class Tomball location.
Advanced Biology - Text: The Human Body.  New students will begin in
Module 9.
     Wednesday at 8:30 – 10:30 am at 7327 Root Road in Spring in a free
standing classroom.
     If you are interested, please contact Karen at
revelationscience@sbcglobal.net   Thank you for your consideration to
serve your students.  281-370-6222 – Home

TTTTTEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS     AAAAABOBOBOBOBOVEVEVEVEVE R R R R RUBIESUBIESUBIESUBIESUBIES L L L L LADIESADIESADIESADIESADIES R R R R RETREAETREAETREAETREAETREATTTTT

Date: April 18-20, 2008
Location: Spicewood (Austin)
Highland Lake Camp and Conference Center, Spicewood Texas Above
Rubies http://texasrubies.com/
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NNNNNAAAAATIONTIONTIONTIONTIONALALALALAL H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL B B B B BASKETBASKETBASKETBASKETBASKETBALLALLALLALLALL     TTTTTOURNOURNOURNOURNOURNAMENTAMENTAMENTAMENTAMENT

Date: March 10-15, 2008
Location: Oklahoma City, OK
Annual National Home School Basketball Tournament and family confer-
ence.  Space is limited, so register early.
www.homeschoolbasketball.com

TTTTTAMU AMU AMU AMU AMU VVVVVETETETETET S S S S SCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL O O O O OPENPENPENPENPEN H H H H HOUSEOUSEOUSEOUSEOUSE

Date: March 29, 2008  9am - 4pm
Location: Texas A&M University
Open House is a chance for the College of Veterinary Medicine to reach
out to the community to promote and stimulate education about the
many aspects of veterinary medicine, public health, and the roles of
animals and veterinarians in our society. Educational exhibits in the
veterinary school, small animal clinic, and large animal clinic. No one is
too old or too young to attend Open House. There is something here for
everyone!  http://www.cvm.tamu.edu/gsa/OpenHouse.shtml

C.C.C.C.C.I.A. WI.A. WI.A. WI.A. WI.A. WINSINSINSINSINS R R R R ROBOTICSOBOTICSOBOTICSOBOTICSOBOTICS C C C C COMPETITIONOMPETITIONOMPETITIONOMPETITIONOMPETITION!!!!!

     On Oct 20th 2007, the Brazos Homeschool Robotics Team aka C.I.A.
headed to the gaming floor where they went head to head against 3
other teams.  They competed 11 times against teams from six different
counties to get a score of 1,775.
     After all the rounds where done and the dust had settled, the C.I.A.
had won 1st in the Robotics competition, 2nd in the BEST competition,
the Best Individual Essay, the Most Robust Machine and tied for 1st in
the Most Creative Design.
     They have won the first battle, but not the war. Now they are gearing
up for the next stage in Lubbock where they will struggle to win State
against 59 other teams, “60 have entered, only 1 will win.”

FFFFFIFTHIFTHIFTHIFTHIFTH     AAAAANNUNNUNNUNNUNNUALALALALAL H H H H HOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTONONONONON R R R R ROCKETSOCKETSOCKETSOCKETSOCKETS H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL D D D D DAAAAAYYYYY R R R R REPOREPOREPOREPOREPORTTTTT

     On Tuesday, November 6, 2007 over 225
homeschoolers participated in our annual
homeschool day. The day included speakers, free
throws and tours of Toyota Center and seats to
the San Antonio Spurs vs Rockets game that night.  Many thanks for your
continued support for this event.
     Questions, contact Susan Frederick at sjf@jsoft.com  Info page for
future homeschool Rockets events:
http://www.jsoft.com/archive/taffie/Rockets.html

AAAAAGGIELANDGGIELANDGGIELANDGGIELANDGGIELAND S S S S SAAAAATURDTURDTURDTURDTURDAAAAAYYYYY

Date: February 16, 2008
Location: College Station

For high school students considering attending
Texas A&M: The Office of Admissions and Records
at Texas A&M University invites you to our open
house called Aggieland Saturday.  Once a year,
prospective freshman and transfer students travel
to Texas A&M University to experience the spirit
of Aggieland. You will participate in a variety of

group sessions that will provide you with information about freshman
and transfer admissions, financial aid, student services, student organi-
zations, and student traditions. Come and discover why Texas A&M Uni-
versity is one of the top academic institutions in the nation.
For further details visit: http://www.tamu.edu/aggiesaturday/

TTTTTOOOOOYYYYYOOOOOTTTTTAAAAA C C C C CENTERENTERENTERENTERENTER H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL D D D D DISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTS

Upcoming homeschool discounts for Toyota Center include:
1. Playhouse Disney - Dec 30 - 3 different show times 12:30pm, 3:30pm,
and 6:30pm
$3 off, save on service fees. Order deadline is Dec 14, 2007 2.
Dooblebops Live -  Feb 3, 2008 at 1pm
$3 off, save on service fees. Order deadline is Jan 21, 2008 3. Harlem
Globetrotters  - Feb 8-9, 2008 - see website for updates to order tickets
call 713-758-7577 or see order forms at:
http://www.jsoft.com/archive/taffie/Toyota.html

HEP 2008 GHEP 2008 GHEP 2008 GHEP 2008 GHEP 2008 GRADURADURADURADURADUAAAAATIONTIONTIONTIONTION

     Home Education Partnership of Texas, Inc. will host its Graduation
2008 on Saturday, May 10, 2008, at Sagemont Church at 10am.  If
interested in participating with HEP, please contact Karen Freeman at
chefkf@gmail.com.  There is a $100 non-refundable deposit to hold
your spot.  Our next meeting will be in January, 2008.  The date will be
announced on our webpage at www.homeeducationpartnership.com un-
der the Graduation link.

GGGGGEORGEEORGEEORGEEORGEEORGE R R R R RANCHANCHANCHANCHANCH H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL P P P P PROGRAMROGRAMROGRAMROGRAMROGRAM

George Ranch, FM 762 in Richmond.
Explore 100 years of Texas History during our Home School Days.
Wed, Jan 9 or Thursday, Jan 10, 2008 - Farming for 100 Years Wed,
March 5 or Thursday, March 6, 2008 - A Century of Cowboys Wed Jan 16,
2008 - A Century of Cowboys http://www.georgeranch.org/education/
homeschool/
George Ranch www.georgeranch.org
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SSSSSCHOLASTICCHOLASTICCHOLASTICCHOLASTICCHOLASTIC W W W W WAREHOUSEAREHOUSEAREHOUSEAREHOUSEAREHOUSE B B B B BOOKSALESOOKSALESOOKSALESOOKSALESOOKSALES

Holiday Customer Appreciation Sale.
Exclusive Invitation for Teachers, Librarians, Administrators, Book Fair
Chairpeople, Book Fair Volunteers, and Homeschoolers.
     30%-50% off list price, thousands of titles.
Houston Warehouse: 7400 Security Way (Hwy 290 and Beltway 8)
Houston, TX 77040.  Phone (877) 714-8292
Weds, 12/05/2007 - Fri, 12/21/2007
December 5th (P O Day): 9 AM - 7 PM
Weekdays: 9 AM - 7 PM
Saturdays: 9 AM - 5 PM     Closed Sundays
     There are also locations in Humble (12/11-12/13) and Sugar Land
(12/6-12/7) for this sale.
http://www.scholastic.com/bookfairs/events/warehouse/states/tx.asp

FOR SALE

RRRRROBOTICSOBOTICSOBOTICSOBOTICSOBOTICS I I I I ITEMSTEMSTEMSTEMSTEMS F F F F FOROROROROR S S S S SALEALEALEALEALE

Please contact Susan Frederick at sjf@jsoft.com
if interested.  Feel free to pass this onto others
who may be interested.  If you are in the Houston
area and can meet up, you can save on shipping.
     1. LEGO Mindstorms Robotics set +
Extreme Creatures + extra LEGO pieces - $190
OBO plus shipping.   This is a Mindstorms 1.5
but it’s been upgraded with a USB Tower ($40
value) and a 2.0 RIS software CD and also
includes the rare Extreme Creatures expansion pack ($30 value) plus a
big bag of LEGO technics pieces primarily from RoboRacers set. Has
original manuals and CDs for RIS and for Extreme Creatures, stickers
from Extreme Creatures have not been used.  RCX brick, 2 motors, 1
light sensor, 2 touch sensors and lots of LEGO parts in good working
order. A great value and ready to go.
     2.  Serial IR Tower, cable plus 9-25 pin adapter  - $20 OBO +
shipping Tower is compatible with any RCX brick and can be used with
either RIS or Robolab software.  Needs to be used on a computer that
has a serial port.

HHHHHOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL     TTTTTHEAHEAHEAHEAHEATERTERTERTERTER D D D D DISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTS

     Homeschool Theater discounts  currently available include TUTS: It’s
a Wonderful Life at Hobby Center Houston and BAA offer for Phantom of
the Opera in San Antonio. Offers are only open for a limited time, multiple
dates/seating selections. For order details visit http://www.jsoft.com/
archive/taffie/Broadway.html
Questions, contact Susan Frederick at sjf@jsoft.com.

PPPPPLALALALALAYHOUSEYHOUSEYHOUSEYHOUSEYHOUSE D D D D DISNEYISNEYISNEYISNEYISNEY - H - H - H - H - HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL D D D D DISCOUNTISCOUNTISCOUNTISCOUNTISCOUNT

Date: December 30, 2007
Location: Houston
Toyota Center
Sunday,  December 30, 2007 at 3pm and
6:30pm The event will feature characters from
the enormously popular block of Disney
Channel’s Playhouse Disney programs such as
Mickey Mouse Clubhouse, Little Einsteins,
Handy Manny, and My Friends Tigger & Pooh.
The original storyline follows this colorful cast as they set off in their own
unique ways to create and contribute songs and music for an unforgettable
musical party at Mickey’s Clubhouse. Don’t miss your chance to see these
Disney stars live on stage at Toyota Center on December 30th!  Ticket
Prices: $15, $20, $25. Order deadline is December 14th.  To order call
Group sales at 713-758-7577

SSSSSCHLITTERBCHLITTERBCHLITTERBCHLITTERBCHLITTERBAHNAHNAHNAHNAHN G G G G GALALALALALVESTVESTVESTVESTVESTONONONONON I I I I ISLANDSLANDSLANDSLANDSLAND H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL D D D D DAAAAAYYYYYSSSSS

October 20 - December 16
Wasserfest™ Homeschool Days Heated, Indoor Fun!
Summer fun’s not just for summer anymore! Now you can splash, soak,
and slide year-round at Schlitterbahn Galveston Island’s Wasserfest - the

first indoor, climate-controlled waterpark in
Texas! See order form for details. Plan ahead!
Download Wasserfest Home School ticket order
form. http://www.schlitterbahn.com/gal/groups/
p d f / 2 0 0 7 /
Wasserfest.Homeschool.07.FALL.order.pdf
http://www.schlitterbahn.com/gal/groups/group-
homeschool-2007.asp

AD PAD PAD PAD PAD PLALALALALAYERSYERSYERSYERSYERS P P P P PRESENTSRESENTSRESENTSRESENTSRESENTS:::::
     CHRISTMAS WENT THAT-A-WAY plays November 28 to December
22 on the Rotunda Theater stage at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church.
Showtimes are Tuesday at 7pm, Wednesday and Thursday at 10:30am,
Friday at 9:30 and 11:30am, and Saturday at 10:30am.  Visit
www.adplayers.org or call the Box Office at 713-526-2721 for reserva-
tions.
     Visit www.adplayers.org for online tickets and information on the
Theater Arts Academy acting classes for all ages, Faith and Educational
Touring Units, Mainstage and Children’s Theater productions.


