
January 2009 Page 1

PPPPP IONEERIONEERIONEERIONEERIONEERTTTTT HEHEHEHEHE      TTTTT EAEAEAEAEACHINGCHINGCHINGCHINGCHING
       J       J       J       J       JANUARYANUARYANUARYANUARYANUARY     20092009200920092009   Serving Area Homeschoolers for over 20 Years!

 

Southeast Texas Home School Association

Upcoming Events

Jan 5 - Heaven Sent Choir Spring Semester pg. 07

Jan 7 - Holocaust Museum pg. 06

Jan 10 - Homeschool Workshops pg. 01- 02

Jan 10 - FIRST LEGO League Championship Competitionpg. 09

Jan 12 - The Health Museum Teddy Bear Care pg. 06

Jan 13 - Evenings for Educators at MFAH pg. 11

Jan 16 - National Geography Bee pg. 02

Jan 19 - Houston Rockets MLK Game Discount pg. 07

Jan 20 - 24 - Little Mermaid pg. 12

Jan 23 - The Health Museum Zap! pg. 05

Jan 24 - Museum Educator Open House pg. 10

Jan 24 - Homeschool for High School pg. 13

Jan 27 - Houston Zoo Homeschool Day pg. 07

Jan 27 - HEART of Texas College Night pg. 11

Jan 29 - 31 - TX Speech and Debate pg. 10

Jan 31 - FTC Championship Tournament pg. 07

Jan 31 - Joshua Bell in Concert pg. 11
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The Houston area is blessed to have several local homeschool stores
with some really wonderful owners.  The owners of these stores give
tirelessly of their time and energy and once again they’ve come through
for us.  Each of the 4 local stores has graciously agreed to help SETHSA
in our efforts to minister to both new and veteran homeschoolers alike.
January is a special time of year as families decide to break from public
school during the holidays and begin to consider homeschooling.  The
homeschool stores will each be offering vital workshops, and help to
just-getting-started homeschoolers.  They will also have something for
the veterans, including discounts.  So, get the word out to any new
homeschoolers you know about the wonderful help they will receive at
each of the stores.  There is one in your area, so check them out on
January 10th!

TTTTTHEHEHEHEHE H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL S S S S STORETORETORETORETORE W W W W WINTERINTERINTERINTERINTER W W W W WORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOP:::::

Please join us at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. for a special time just for new
homeschoolers.  Also, available to new homeschoolers throughout the
day will be individualized consultations from our wonderful staff.  The
Homeschool Store will be offering discount coupons to new homeschoolers
as well as one-day specials for all customers.  So join us for donuts that
morning and check out all the great deals.

TTTTTHEHEHEHEHE C C C C CURIOUSURIOUSURIOUSURIOUSURIOUS M M M M MINDINDINDINDIND H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL C C C C CENTERENTERENTERENTERENTER W W W W WINTERINTERINTERINTERINTER W W W W WORKORKORKORKORK-----
SHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOP:::::
Please join The Curious Mind Homeschool Center January 9-10 for a homeschool
“Mini-Conference” in our NEW and LARGER location!  Everything in the store will
be on sale 10%-30% off, and both new and experienced homeschool families will
benefit from our free workshops.   Refreshments and balloons will be provided.
Everyone visiting us on January 9th or 10th can enter to win one of two $25 gift
certificates to our homeschool bookstore.   
     DATE:  Friday, January 9 & Saturday, January 10
   TIME:  10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
    PLACE:  Our new location:  515 Pin Oak  Katy, TX 77493
     FRIDAY WORKSHOP:  “Understanding and Appreciating your Child’s Personality
                                   Type” (Friday 6:00-8:00 p.m.)
     SATURDAY WORKSHOPS: “Getting Started with Homeschooling” (Saturday 10:00-
10:45 a.m.), “Fresh Ideas for Planning Your School Year” (11:00-11:45
a.m.), ”Teaching your Child to Read: a Balanced Approach” (12:00-12:45 p.m.)
RSVP:  281-392-4477  (Our workshops are free, but please RSVP so we can plan
for you!)
         

HEP BHEP BHEP BHEP BHEP BOOKSTOREOOKSTOREOOKSTOREOOKSTOREOOKSTORE W W W W WINTERINTERINTERINTERINTER W W W W WORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOP:::::

The HEP Bookstore and SETHSA will host a Winter Mini-Conference on
Saturday, January 10, 2009, at HEP Bookstore located at 11665 Fuqua,
Ste A-100, Houston, TX, 77034.  Joanne Juren, owner of HEP Book-
store, will present two seminars for beginner homeschoolers and one for
parents of middle/high school-aged students.  The two beginner semi-
nars are: “Getting Started Homeschooling” at 10:00 am and “Choosing
Curriculum” at 11:00 am.   The third seminar is “Creating the High
School Four Year Plan and Transcript” at 1:30 pm.  The HEP Bookstore
will also have a 15% off sale on this Saturday.  The HEP Bookstore’s
trained and professional staff will be on hand to discuss the legalities of
homeschooling and help customers make curriculum choices.

For more information about HEP Bookstore, please visit the webpage at
www.hepbookstore.com or call 281-922-0472.  Store Hours:  Monday-
Fridays, 10-5pm and Saturdays, 10-3pm.



January 2009 Page 2

SETHSA News   CONT.

Southeast Texas Home School Association (SETHSA) is a volunteer, non-profit
501(c)3 organization committed to ministering to home schoolers in the southeast
area of Texas. We receive over 4000 phone calls per year in which we inform and
encourage new and veteran home educators.  SETHSA  provides central communication
through our monthly newsletter The Teaching Pioneer as well as on the  web, which
contains information on legal updates, local news and activities.  SETHSA hosts an
annual conference each year with more than 50 workshops and over 100 vendors, as
well as sponsoring Bees, reading incentive programs, homeschool days, and much
more.

Individual subscriptions to The Teaching Pioneer are available.  Contact SETHSA
via e-mail or phone to find out more information.

Your financial contributions help SETHSA better minister to the homeschool
community and are tax deductible.   For more information or suggestions, e-mail,
call, or write to:

SETHSA
10592 - A  Fuqua #503                          Houston, Texas 77089

Service 281-756-9792                            Fax  281-756-8199
web page:  http://www.sethsa.org             e-mail:  staff@sethsa.org

Submissions to The Teaching Pioneer  are accepted  and must be received electronically
or in writing by the 15th of the preceding month.  The newsletter is sent electronically
on or before the  30th of each month.  SETHSA  reserves the right to edit articles for
content and length.  Articles and reviews do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the
SETHSA board or it’s members.  E-mail all articles to publisher@sethsa.org.

2009 S2009 S2009 S2009 S2009 SUMMERUMMERUMMERUMMERUMMER C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE

Along with our Featured Speakers Norm Wakefield, Ginger Plowman,
Doreen and Faith Morgan, SETHSA is excited to welcome back several
speakers to the 2009 summer conference.  David Hazell with My Father’s
World, Rosie Watson with Center for Home Education (formerly known as
“Creative Arts in Action”), Dr. Guffanti with Rocket Phonics, and Matt
Bullen with Heritage Family Baptist Church just to name a few.  We will be
sharing more details on each speaker’s topics in the coming months.

So mark your calendars for June 5-6, 2009 and plan to attend the 23rd

annual Gulf Coast Home Education Conference.

CCCCCALENDARALENDARALENDARALENDARALENDAR     ONONONONON     THETHETHETHETHE W W W W WEBEBEBEBEB

As you know, the Teaching Pioneer is a great way to keep up with all the
events going on for homeschoolers.  Sometimes, we are notified of an
event that we would like to pass on to area homeschoolers, but we learn
about it after the newsletter has been sent.  In an effort to keep you up to
date with all the events being offered, our calendar of events on the web
will host all the information received about each event.  If we learn about
something that is coming up after the newsletter has gone out, we will
post that information on the web.  We want our web to be a valuable tool
for homeschoolers, and we hope that you will visit us on a regular basis
to see what’s new.  The calendar is a great way to keep up with all that is
being offered to our community of homeschool families.  The internet is
a great way to stay connected.  Be sure to bookmark us on your computer.
www.sethsa.org

SSSSSPELLINGPELLINGPELLINGPELLINGPELLING B B B B BEEEEEEEEEE

Remember January is the month for support groups to hold their own
bee.  Please complete the support group registration form for your
group’s representatives and mail to SETHSA by the end of the month.
The registration deadline is January 31st and the envelope needs to be
postmarked by the 31st.  You must also email your winner for each Bee
while we are waiting to receive the mailed form.  This is a must to help us
have everything ready for the February Bee.  staff@sethsa.org.  Please
be sure to include your support group name with your emailed winner
information.  Thank you.

NNNNNAAAAATIONTIONTIONTIONTIONALALALALAL G G G G GEOGRAPHICEOGRAPHICEOGRAPHICEOGRAPHICEOGRAPHIC B B B B BEEEEEEEEEE

SETHSA’s Geographic Bee is January 16 at a central Houston church.
The Just For Fun Geo Bee (K through 3rd grade) and National Geo-
graphic Bee for SETHSA (4th through 8th grade) will be held on the same
day, same location, back to back (location to be confirmed and an-
nounced, central Houston area).

The older group’s first place winner will complete a written exam after-
wards.  One hundred qualifiers in each state go to the State Geo Bee.
State winners compete in Washington, D.C., for scholarships.

Study questions for the Nat’l Bee are found at
www.nationalgeographic.com/geographybee/study_corner .  Study ques-
tions for Just-For-Fun Bee are available by request; they are sent as an e-
mail attachment.

Register at a special internet link found at:  http://www.homeschool-
life.com/tx/cfbc/.  You may also contact Rhonda Bedee to register:
spellingwon123@mindspring.com.  Enter “Geo Bee” in the subject line.
You will be referred to the web page for full registration.  Thanks for your
participation – and look forward to competing in this geo-centric con-
test!   West Houston Bible Church is located in the West Belt Plaza office
park at the Northeast corner of Haddington and W. Sam Houston Park-
way North.

SETHSA News   CONT.
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WWWWWINTERINTERINTERINTERINTER W W W W WORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOP:::::

Please join us Saturday, January 10, 2008 for a FREE day of fun
workshops especially for new homeschool families.  Workshops for parents
will include: the “Homeschool Successfully” workshop for new
homeschoolers presented by Hank Tate and a workshop for parents with
resistant learners by Tina Robertson from New Beginnings.
Workshops for kids: Artz in Action and Ladybug Science
WHERE: Ladybug Children’s Books and Homeschool Supply
              23854 Highway 59 N  ***    Kingwood, Texas 77339
Call or e-mail for schedule and to register : Workshops are free but space
is limited!  ladybughomeschool@embarqmail.com    (281) 358-0286
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NEWSLETTER WORKSHOPS

HSLDA  News

The Texas legislature will be considering two bills in 2009 that are
significant to homeschooling families. The first, House Bill 316,
sponsored by Rep. Richard Raymond, lowers the starting age of
compulsory school attendance—from age 6 to age 5. This expands the
state’s control over your children by one additional year.

The second bill is House Bill 319, also introduced by Rep. Raymond.
The bill would exempt from jury duty anyone who has legal custody of a
child younger than 15 years of age, and whose service on a jury would
require leaving the child without adequate supervision.

At this time, HSLDA is not requesting that any action be taken on
these bills; we simply want you to know about them. We plan to oppose
H.B. 316 and support H.B. 319 and will be asking for your assistance
with this in the future, so please stay tuned for more information.

To read the text of H.B. 316,
go to http://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?id=5872

To read the text of H.B. 319,
go to http://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?id=5873

For more information on compulsory attendance, please see our
memorandum at http://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?id=5874

Thank you for your support of homeschooling in Texas!

TTTTTWWWWWOOOOO B B B B BILLSILLSILLSILLSILLS     TTTTTOOOOO     WWWWWAAAAATTTTTCHCHCHCHCH     INININININ 2009 2009 2009 2009 2009

RRRRREADEADEADEADEAD     TOTOTOTOTO S S S S SUCCEEDUCCEEDUCCEEDUCCEEDUCCEED

You should receive your packet in the mail during the first 10 days of
January.  Please email us after the 10th, if you or your coordinator has not
received this information.  We apologize for the delay, but unfortunately
SETHSA has had no control over it because the Read To Succeed Program
just mailed us the information during the 3rd week of December.

SETHSA News   CONT.

ND (NND (NND (NND (NND (NEUREUREUREUREURODEVELODEVELODEVELODEVELODEVELOPMENTOPMENTOPMENTOPMENTOPMENTALALALALAL) ) ) ) ) TTTTTIPIPIPIPIP     OFOFOFOFOF     THETHETHETHETHE M M M M MONTHONTHONTHONTHONTH:::::

Lower Level Brain Organization
By Jan Bedell, M.Ed of Little Giant Steps

Each of us is born with tremendous potential.  A well functioning tactile
system is imperative for receiving information and taking that potential
to the next level, which will then be transmitted into producing inten-
tional movement (crawling, creeping, walking, running, etc.).  Movement
makes “memories” which causes the circuitry that releases intelligence.

There is tremendous brain growth in the early years and unless the brain
cells are connected through neuropathways that are built early, they can
be lost.  It can be a use it or lose it scenario.  Early development is like
building a house, you have to have a good foundation in order for every-
thing else to function properly.  The good news for an older individual is
that even if these pathways are immature or incomplete, they can be
rebuilt with proper stimulation.
In recent decades, our society has become very mobile; with most fami-
lies having two cars and the convenience of air travel, society as a whole
is living farther and farther away from extended family members.
Neurodevelopmentalists believe this separation from the extended fam-
ily has caused many erroneous beliefs about child rearing to emerge.

MYTH #1:  Babies should be on a blanket if placed on the floor.
TRUTH:  As stated in an earlier newsletter, the tactile input to the brain
would be limited by the blanket.  In addition to that, have you ever seen
an infant try to crawl (tummy on floor) while lying on top of a blanket?
They just get all tangled up and frustrated because they can’t get any-
where.

MYTH #2:  Infant seats are a necessity!  When an infant is sitting in an
infant seat, they somehow seem more human; i.e., it is easier to see their
faces and for them to see you and they seem happier.
TRUTH:  The best place for an infant is on their tummy on the floor.  ON
the floor in a prone position (on the tummy) is where they build the
muscles for sitting alone and walking.

MYTH #3:  Walkers are a great way to prepare the child for walking
alone.
TRUTH:  If a child does not go through the stages of tummy crawl and
creeping on hands and knees for a long enough period of time, a ripple of
adverse effects will occur.  Gross motor coordination, organizational
abilities and eye-hand coordination are just a few of the areas that could
be adversely affected by spending time in walkers.

AAAAARRRRRTTTTT     ANDANDANDANDAND E E E E ESSASSASSASSASSAYYYYY C C C C CONTESTONTESTONTESTONTESTONTEST

Do you have an artist or writer in your homeschool?  If you do, this
contest might be something your student wants to enter.  During the
summer conference, SETHSA will be sponsoring an art and essay con-
test.  Please watch the Events and Activities page under Competitions
and Contests during January for all the details.  There will be painting
and drawing categories as well as a senior essay contest.  All work will be
displayed in the exhibit hall during the conference.  Now is the time to
begin developing your project for submission.
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NEWSLETTER WORKSHOPS CONT.

ND ND ND ND ND TTTTTIPIPIPIPIP     OFOFOFOFOF     THETHETHETHETHE M M M M MONTHONTHONTHONTHONTH ( ( ( ( (CONTCONTCONTCONTCONT.):.):.):.):.):

MYTH #4:  The more gadgets, i.e. Johnny jump ups, fancy walkers, play
pens, etc., I put my child in the better.
TRUTH:  The more time a child spends in these gadgets, the less time
the child spends on the floor, which means less opportunity for the brain
to be organized at the lower levels.  Lower level development is the
foundation upon which all other development is built, this includes aca-
demic development.

I encourage you to get your infants out of these gadgets and put them on
the floor for lots of tummy time.  Next month we will explore what to do
if your older child missed these essential developmental stages.
www.littlegiantsteps.com

2009-2010 H2009-2010 H2009-2010 H2009-2010 H2009-2010 HIGHIGHIGHIGHIGH S S S S SCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL S S S S SCIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCE L L L L LABSABSABSABSABS

Looking for a high school science lab?  Karen Garza is offering Biology,
Chemistry, and Advanced Biology (human anatomy) utilizing Exploring
Creation with Biology 2nd edition, Exploring Creation with Chemistry
2nd edition, and The Human Body, respectively, both of which are pub-
lished by Apologia.  Special Note: It is recommended to have taken a
biology course prior to Advanced.  It does not have to be Apologia;
however, if you have taken Biology with the Apologia curriculum and
then take Advanced Biology and pass with a B, it can be counted as an
AP course, which has been approved by the College Board.  For details
on the curriculum and timeline recommendation of when to take them,
visit www.apologia.com.
This is Karen’s 5th year to offer science labs. The focus of her teaching is
mastery of the material with a deeper understanding and appreciation
of God and of science and teamwork amongst students.  These classes
are challenging, but worth the effort.  There are two locations available
with a possible third becoming available in The Woodlands.
Wednesday - freestanding classroom at 7327 Root Road in Spring.
NOTE: Only 2 classes will be taught at this location.  I want to see what
the needs of students are to confirm which 2 will make.  If you are
interested, please let me know in which one, so I can finalize the sched-
ule.
Choices: Biology (2 hrs), Chemistry (2.5 hrs), or Advanced Biology (2
hrs)
Time Slots: 10:00 am  - 12:00 pm and 1:00 – 3:30 pm. They may vary
by 30 min.
Cost: $45 / month for 10 months; $25 / semester lab fee  (6 min. / 10
max.)
Thursday - HIS Class location at Boys and Girls Ranch, 11 miles west of
Tomball
Chemistry - 10:45 - 1:15 pm (Time is tentative)
Biology - 2 - 4 pm (Time is tentative)
Cost: $50 / month for 10 months; $25 / semester lab fee  (6 min. / 16
max.)
Monday – location in The Woodlands (backside)
NOTE:  I want to see what classes are needed.  The option is for 2 of the
classes I offer.  If you are interested, please email me with your prefer-
ence.  Cost is like the Thursday classes.
Visit http://geocities.com/revelationscience/ for more information on
the teacher and classes.    If you are interested in taking a class and
receiving a registration packet, please contact Karen at
revelationscience@sbcglobal.net.  Thank you for your consideration to
serve your students.

WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.

SSSSSALLALLALLALLALLYYYYY R R R R RIDEIDEIDEIDEIDE S S S S SCIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCE F F F F FESTIVESTIVESTIVESTIVESTIVALALALALAL!!!!!

Date: Saturday February 28, 2009 from 11:00 am to 4:15 pm
The Science Festival, sponsored by ExxonMobil and Lamar University,
includes

•An inspiring talk by a featured speaker
• Workshops for girls, which can be given by local veterinarians,
astronomers, microbiologists and more

• Workshops for parents and teachers on ways to support girls’ interests
in science

• A street fair with booths, hands-on activities, food, and music
Don’t miss out—sign up now!

http://www.sallyridescience.com/festivals/09lamar0228

Register by January 31, 2009 for only $15 per person
Registration increases to $20 per person on February 1. Call: (800)
561-5161 for more information.  Advance registration is required.
http://www.SallyRideScience.com
P.S. While our festivals are primarily focused on encouraging girls to
pursue their interests in science, everyone is welcome to attend!

IIIIISSSSS     TTTTTHAHAHAHAHATTTTT     AAAAARRRRRTTTTT?????

Modern and Contemporary Art at the MFAH February 10, 2009
Rembrandt and the Golden Age of Dutch Painting



January 2009 Page 5

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.

SSSSSANANANANAN     AAAAANTNTNTNTNTONIOONIOONIOONIOONIO I I I I INDEPENDENTNDEPENDENTNDEPENDENTNDEPENDENTNDEPENDENT C C C C CHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIAN F F F F FILMILMILMILMILM F F F F FESTIVESTIVESTIVESTIVESTIVALALALALAL

Now though December 31, Vision Forum Ministries is offering homeschool
families discounted pass rates to the San Antonio Independent Chris-
tian Film Festival and Christian Filmmakers Academy.

Regular Film Festival Adult Pass: $75/ Discounted Pass: $60
Regular Film Festival Student Pass: $65/ Discounted Pass: $50
Regular Film Festival Family Pass: $295/ Discounted Pass: $225
Regular Film Academy Pass: $595 / Discounted Pass: $495

To take advantage of this offer, use special SETHSA Code 8G5FDX when
you register for the Academy or Festival. To register, visit: https://
www.independentchristianfilms.com/register/.  Offer ends December 31,
so be sure to sign up soon!

ABOUT THE SAN ANTONIO INDEPENDENT CHRISTIAN FILM FESTIVAL

The San Antonio Independent Christian Film Festival will showcase the
best in Christian filmmaking: fifty film finalists and semifinalists that will
compete for the $101,000 “Best of Jubilee” Award — the largest cash
prize given by any film festival in America. More than fifty films will be
shown on four screens as part of this exciting three-day event.

The festival, to be held January 8-10 in the Alamo City, will feature
special guests, Kirk Cameron and Stephen Kendrick, who will give a
behind-the-scenes look at their film, Fireproof; along with actor Dean
Jones who will be on hand for the world premiere of his new film, Abraham
and Isaac.

Other festival features include live performances by the Von Trapp Chil-
dren (singing songs from the Sound of Music), storyteller George Sarris,
and Celtic Balladeer, Charlie Zahm.

ABOUT THE CHRISTIAN FILMMAKERS ACADEMY

The Christian Filmmakers Academy is a technical bootcamp for aspiring
culture-changers to be held January 5-7 in San Antonio, Texas. Students
will learn principles of scripting, casting, writing, directing, and market-
ing a Christian film — along with intense Christian worldview instruc-
tion. With over twenty hours of formal training — and topics as diverse
as adventure cinematography and 3D modeling — the Academy is an
incredibly valuable resource for film students and industry professionals
alike.

Guest lecturers at the Academy will include Expelled’s Logan Craft and
Fireproof’s Stephen Kendrick, along with the Erwin Brothers, whose
presentation “All Things RED” will provide all the ins-and-outs of the
RED Camera.
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Create your own class, day and time 
Daytime hours available 

Monday - Friday 
Ages: 3 to teen. 
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The ZAP! Surgery Beyond the Cutting Edge exhibit will be zipping into
The Health Museum on January 23, 2009. In ZAP!, you will explore how
light, sound, and other forms of energy are used in current medical
technology.  Don’t miss this fantastic exhibit- book your Zap! Pack     today!
 

This special package deal includes:
- Admission to the Museum’s permanent exhibitions
- A 4D movie, Expedition 3D: The Cell
-Admission to ZAP! Surgery Beyond the Cutting Edge
- Your choice of a cow eye dissection demonstration or dissection lab
(cow eye or sheep heart)

Cost:

Zap! Pack Dissection Demonstration Combo: $6 per student (2.5 hrs)
Zap! Pack Dissection Lab Combo: $8 per student (3 hrs.)

Available January 23 - March 31, 2009 ONLY!

Please enter the promotion code “ZAP09” when making your reservation.
For more information and to download a reservation form, http://
www. thehea l t hmuseum.o rg /Expo rtedS i t e /Educat i on /
Special%20Exhibitions.htm

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.
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Holocaust Museum Houston cordially invites you to ”Drawing Swords:
War in American Political Cartoons” with Lucy Shelton Caswell Professor
and Curator, The Ohio State University Cartoon Library & Museum.

Wednesday, Jan. 7, 2009  at 7 p.m.
Albert & Ethel Herzstein Theater
Morgan Family Center
Holocaust Museum Houston
5401 Caroline Street
Houston, Texas 77004

Admission is free, but advance registration is required. All seating is
on a first-come, first-served basis.

The works of Arthur Szyk and “Dr. Seuss,” whose real-life name was
Theodor Seuss Geisel, have drawn the Houston community into a study
of the use of political cartoons and how cartoons can persuade the
public during times of war and conflict. The examination of wartime
editorial cartoons documents a nation’s underlying assumption that
the truth of their cause justifies war, which sustains them during the
entry into war and subsequent fighting. Increasingly during the past
half-century in the United States, editorial cartoons also have reflected
the doubts and concerns of the opponents of war This lecture will
provide an overview of U.S. editorial cartoons during more than two
centuries of wars fought by our country.

Mainstream publications and reprint volumes of the work of major
cartoonists provide examples of patterns in the depiction of the en-
emy. Professor Lucy Shelton Caswell will also explore the use of stereo-
types and consider if American wartime editorial cartoons might be
considered as propaganda. Caswell is the founding curator of The Ohio
State University Cartoon Library and Museum, the largest and most
comprehensive academic research facility documenting printed car-
toon art in the world. She teaches courses in the history of newspaper
comic strips and the history of American editorial cartoons

TTTTTHEHEHEHEHE J J J J JEWISHEWISHEWISHEWISHEWISH R R R R ROOTSOOTSOOTSOOTSOOTS     OFOFOFOFOF C C C C CHRISTIANITYHRISTIANITYHRISTIANITYHRISTIANITYHRISTIANITY
PRESENTED BY CENTER FOR THE AMERICAN IDEA IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE HOUSTON MUSEUM

OF NATURAL SCIENCE

· Outlines of the Jewish Saga
·       Judea at the Time of Jesus
· Pagans and Christians

February 27, 2009 from 8 a.m. - 3 p.m in the Lower Level Conference
Room

Target audience:  High School Aged Students
Dr. Thomas C. Behr     is Resident Scholar and Director of Workshops and
Seminars at the Center for the America Idea, as well as Lecturer in
Western Civilization at University of Houston, and in the Great Books at
University of Houston – Clear Lake.  Behr’s J.D. and Ph.D. in Law and
European Intellectual History are from S.U.N.Y. Buffalo.  He has studied
widely in Europe, including three semesters at the Sorbonne in Paris as
an undergraduate.  Behr conducted his doctoral research as a Fulbright
Fellow in Italy on the 19th-century revival of scholastic natural law.  Behr
has taught at a number of colleges and universities in upstate New York,
and has been living in Houston, with his wife Francesca and two sons,
since 2000.  To register at store.hmns.org or call (713) 639-4629.

TTTTTHEHEHEHEHE H H H H HEALTHEALTHEALTHEALTHEALTH M M M M MUSESUMUSESUMUSESUMUSESUMUSESUM - N - N - N - N - NEWEWEWEWEW S S S S SPRINGPRINGPRINGPRINGPRING T T T T TEDDYEDDYEDDYEDDYEDDY B B B B BEAREAREAREAREAR C C C C CAREAREAREAREARE

DDDDDAAAAATESTESTESTESTES

January 12, February 9, and March 9
Bring your favorite stuffed friend to a hands-on, minds-on Teddy Clinic
that highlights lessons about the body, nutrition, physical fitness and
more!  This program includes a self-guided tour of the Amazing Body
Pavilion and a live Perry Medix and the Sirens safety puppet show ex-
travaganza.
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HHHHHEAEAEAEAEAVENVENVENVENVEN S S S S SENTENTENTENTENT C C C C CHOIRHOIRHOIRHOIRHOIR S S S S SPRINGPRINGPRINGPRINGPRING S S S S SEMESTEREMESTEREMESTEREMESTEREMESTER

Heaven Sent Choirs will begin the Spring Semester on Jan. 5. Plans are
being finalized for a trip to Dallas to include several performances and
workshops designed to enhance the skills of all participants; students
will also begin working on new music in preparation for a formal concert
in May. Enrollment is open to homeschooled students in grades 1 through
12. To enroll call Kathie Fleming at 281-635-2365. The choir rehearses
at Free Will Baptist Church, 10331 Veterans Memorial Drive.  Under the
direction of Leland Fleming, the choir strives to provide a high-quality,
Christ-centered music education program.  Heaven Sent is a non-profit
organization that ministers to the community throughout the year in a
variety of venues including hospitals, nursing homes, community events,
and  formal concerts.   For more information about Heaven Sent Choir
visit the website at www.heavensentchoirs.org.

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.

HHHHHOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTONONONONON Z Z Z Z ZOOOOOOOOOO’’’’’SSSSS  F  F  F  F  FIRSTIRSTIRSTIRSTIRST E E E E EVERVERVERVERVER H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL D D D D DAAAAAYYYYY

New Date! - January 27, 2009
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Join Houston Zoo Education Staff in exciting day of animal programs,
interesting biofact discovery, live animal encounters, and guided Zoo
tours. There will be many presentations every hour and opportunities to
meet and learn about some exciting Houston Zoo animals.
http://www.houstonzoo.org/homeschool/

FIRST TECH CFIRST TECH CFIRST TECH CFIRST TECH CFIRST TECH CHALLENGEHALLENGEHALLENGEHALLENGEHALLENGE

FIRST TECH Challenge - for high school students The FIRST Tech
Challenge is a mid-level robotics competition principally for high-school-
aged students. It offers the traditional challenge of a FIRST competition
but with a more accessible and affordable robotics kit. The ultimate goal
of FTC is to reach more young people with a lower-cost, more accessible
opportunity to discover the excitement and rewards of science,
technology, and engineering.

Southwest FTC Championship Tournament will be held at the University
of Texas at Arlington on January 31, 2009.

Alamo FTC Championship Tournament will be held at the AT&T Center in
San Antonio Texas on March 15, 2009.  For more information on this or
other tournaments, please visit us at:  http://www.usfirst.org/

LLLLLOSTOSTOSTOSTOST     TTTTTREASURESREASURESREASURESREASURESREASURES     OFOFOFOFOF     AAAAAFGHANISTFGHANISTFGHANISTFGHANISTFGHANISTANANANANAN

Date: April 7, 2009
India and Indonesia
Registration is $5 at the event, and pre-registration is not necessary.
For more information, call (713) 639-7590 or e-mail
schools@mfah.org The Museum of Fine Arts (Houston) http://mfah.org/

HHHHHOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTON R R R R ROCKETSOCKETSOCKETSOCKETSOCKETS  MLK G  MLK G  MLK G  MLK G  MLK GAMEAMEAMEAMEAME D D D D DISCOUNTISCOUNTISCOUNTISCOUNTISCOUNT

The Houston Rockets are offering homeschoolers a homeschool discount
for the Rockets game on the MLK holiday, a special daytime game.  Come
and see Yao Ming, Tracy McGrady and the Houston Rockets take on the
Denver Nuggets on January 19, 2009 at 1pm!  Game will be held at the
Toyota Center, tickets start at just $12.50.

To order contact Meredith Bland at (713) 758-7459, or download the
order form on the Rockets page at Taffie’s website.  http://www.jsoft.com/
archive/taffie/Rockets.html    Questions, contact Susan Frederick at
sjf@jsoft.com

Thanks to all who attended our Sixth Annual Homeschool Rockets
homeschool day on October 29, 2008. Homeschoolers saw the Houston
Rockets home opener versus Memphis. Thanks to everyone who came
out for the day and thanks to everyone for getting the word out about our
date change post-IKE.
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• Great prices
• Over 100+ publishers

• Easy one-stop shopping

Visit our web site or call us for a free full-color catalog - 800-421-6645 Visit our web site or call us for a free full-color catalog - 800-421-6645 

Education
in the Shadow
of the Cross

HomeschoolingBooks.com/SE

• Great prices
• Over 100+ publishers

• Easy one-stop shopping

Complete Curriculum Packages • Large Selection of Books & Materials
Consultation Services Available • Christian Values Throughout!

Complete Curriculum Packages • Large Selection of Books & Materials
Consultation Services Available • Christian Values Throughout!

We can't promise another Einstein - but as a 
Homeschooler, Einstein never had our wide selection of 
excellent curriculum to choose from.

Stay on target , we have all the extras you’ll need to 
reach your Home Schooling Goals!

HHHHHOLIDOLIDOLIDOLIDOLIDAAAAAYYYYY C C C C CLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSIC R R R R RETURNSETURNSETURNSETURNSETURNS     TTTTTOOOOO KVP KVP KVP KVP KVPAAAAAC!C!C!C!C!

Back by popular demand, KVPAC COMPANY presents Bah, Humbug!
Katy, Texas (December 2, 2008) -The Katy Visual & Performing Arts
Center (KVPAC) COMPANY remounts Bah, Humbug! Scrooge’s Christ-
mas Carol for a second holiday season with an all-new cast.  Come share
the magic of this touching musical adaptation of everyone’s favorite
Christmas classic.  Bill Francoeur’s original music beautifully accompa-
nies this uplifting retelling written by Rebecca Ryland.  This special
production’s return brings a new tradition for Katy families to enjoy
during the holiday season.
Based on the beloved Charles Dickens classic, A Christmas Carol, Bah,
Humbug! follows the Victorian morality tale of an old and bitter miser,
Ebenezer Scrooge, who undergoes a profound experience of redemp-
tion over the course of one night.  Mr. Scrooge is a financier who has
devoted his life to the accumulation of wealth.  He holds anything other
than money in contempt, including friendship, love and the Christmas
season.  “Bah, Humbug!” Ebenezer sings, dooming himself to visits
from three Christmas spirits.  With the Spirit of Christmas Past, he sees
his sister Fanny as they sing “One Last Christmas.”  Next, Scrooge is
taken to the home of his employee, Bob Cratchit, by the Spirit of Christ-
mas Present where Tiny Tim sings “God Bless Us, Everyone.”  Finally,
Scrooge watches with the Spirit of Christmas Yet To Come as the entire
town celebrates with “He’s Dead and Buried!”  Ebenezer’s revelation
that “Life Was Meant to Live” brings a heart-warming conclusion to
Dickens’ beloved ghostly tale.

The exceptional cast of Bah, Humbug! is comprised of both Senior &
Junior COMPANY theatre students, ages 8-18.  KVPAC Performing Arts
Director, Tamara Grisko, directs with the assistance of Claudia McCotter.
Costume design by Lisa Burt.  Set design by Warren Cochran.  The newly
established KVPAC COMPANY Crew, under the guidance of Cody Swiger,
will be running tech for the show.

As it happened last year, seats for this show will sell out fast, so
purchase your tickets early!  Performances are Friday, December 12
at 7pm and Saturday, December 13 at 2pm and 7pm.  Tickets are
$7~adults and $5~children under 12 and are available for purchase
on-line at www.KVPAC.org.  KVPAC Members receive free admission
to the matinee performance while ticket supplies last (call 281-829-
ARTS for Member reservations).  KVPAC is located at 2501 S Mason
Rd., #290, Katy, TX 77450, in the Southwest Equestrian Center
complex.

TTTTTOOOOOYYYYYOOOOOTTTTTAAAAA C C C C CENTERENTERENTERENTERENTER H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL D D D D DISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTS

Current active homeschool offers at Toyota Center in Houston.
Harlem Globetrotters - Friday, February 6, 2009 at 7:30PM and
Saturday, February 7, 2009 at 1:30 p.m.
Deadline to purchase tickets will be January 23, 2009. Tickets start
at just $13.
For further information including order forms and ticket prices go to:
http://www.jsoft.com/archive/taffie/Toyota.html
To pre-order tickets for homeschool groups sales:
1. Call Courtney Aldrich at 713-758-7577 or 2. Fax your order to
713-758-7555 or 3. Send your completed order form and payment
to the address listed on the form.
Questions email Susan Frederick at sjf@jsoft.com These offer are
open to all homeschoolers, friends and family.
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RRRRREGISTEREGISTEREGISTEREGISTEREGISTER     NOWNOWNOWNOWNOW     FORFORFORFORFOR R R R R ROBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFEST 2009! 2009! 2009! 2009! 2009!

Robofest - for 5th-12th graders
Students design, construct and program their robots while learning
problem-solving techniques, mathematics, logic, creativity, physics,
electronics, mechanics, teamwork, computers and computer
programming.
Started at Lawrence Tech in MI in 2000, Robofest has grown rapidly.
Robofest - 2009 - team registration is now open. Qualifying Competition
Sites are held in March and April of 2009. Top teams from each site will
qualify to move on to compete at the World Robofest Championships,
which will be held on the campus of LTU on Saturday, May 2, 2009.
www.robofest.net In Texas there will be tournaments  in Cypress (NW
Houston), Austin, and San Antonio. These events are open to the public
to attend at no charge.

RRRRROBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFEST C C C C CYPRESSYPRESSYPRESSYPRESSYPRESS T T T T TEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS R R R R REGIONALEGIONALEGIONALEGIONALEGIONAL - 2009 - 2009 - 2009 - 2009 - 2009

Date: April 4, 2009
Location: Cypress Springs High School
7909 Fry Road, Cypress, TX
Opening ceremonies at 9am.
Divisions:  Junior (5th-9th)  game and exhibition,  Senior (9th-12th)
game and exhibition, Senior Mini Urban Challenge and FashionDance
Show.

Austin - Junior and Senior Games on April 4; San Antonio - Junior and
Senior Exhibition March 21, 2009.
Note: We will NOT be hosting Robofest Houston for 2009 so
interested TX teams can go to Cypress or Austin or San Antonio.
Questions contact Susan Frederick at sjf@jsoft.com. To learn more
about various robotics programs visit: http://www.jsoft.com/archive/
robotics/

FIRST LEGO LFIRST LEGO LFIRST LEGO LFIRST LEGO LFIRST LEGO LEAGUEEAGUEEAGUEEAGUEEAGUE

FIRST LEGO League (FLL) for 9-14 year olds Due to Hurricane Ike we
have made several adjustments to the 2008 South Texas FLL
tournament season. All teams will compete in a single Championship
Tournament to be held January 10, 2009 at the Campus Recreation
and Wellness Center, University of Houston Central Campus. A practice
day was held December 6, 2008.
http://core.tech.uh.edu/core2008flltournament.htm
There are also FLL competitions in Austin (1/10/09, Dallas (1/31/
09), and Amarillo (12/6/08) in Dec/Jan.
http://firstlegoleague.org/

FRFRFRFRFRC LC LC LC LC LONEONEONEONEONE S S S S STTTTTARARARARAR R R R R REGIONEGIONEGIONEGIONEGIONALALALALAL

FRC Lone Star Regional for high school students will be held on March
26-28, 2009 at the George R. Brown Convention Center in Houston,
TX.  Admission is free to the public.

2009 Houston Kickoff will be held at the Space Center Houston on
Saturday, January 3, 2009.  For more information, please visit this
website: http://houston.txfirst.org/

GGGGGREAREAREAREAREATERTERTERTERTER H H H H HOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTONONONONON H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL S S S S SPRINGPRINGPRINGPRINGPRING G G G G GALAALAALAALAALA

The Spring Gala on Friday. May 1st, 2009, is organized by FLASH and
sponsored by UH College of Technology Central Campus. FLASH is an
inclusive group nurturing the creative and athletic aspects of
homeschooling. The Gala will take place in a luxurious ballroom at the
UH Central Campus. The Gala is open to Homeschoolers in grades 9-12,
their family and friends. Adults are encouraged to sign up as chaperones
for this event Dress is semi-formal/formal. Join us for fun, food, music
and dancing!
Super Early Bird Special -$30 by Jan 31st.  Details can be found at
www.homeschoolsportsandactivities.com
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WWWWWICHITICHITICHITICHITICHITAAAAA H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL D D D D DOMINOMINOMINOMINOMINAAAAATESTESTESTESTES F F F F FRRRRRONTIERONTIERONTIERONTIERONTIER     TTTTTRAILSRAILSRAILSRAILSRAILS

For the fourth consecutive year Wichita Homeschool of Wichita, Kan.,
took home top honors from the Frontier Trails BEST Regional Robotics
Competition, which took place Dec. 6 at the University of Arkansas -
Fort Smith.

Robot Competition: first place Wichita Homeschool, second place
Oklahoma City Homeschool of Edmond, Okla.
Web Page Design: second place, Oklahoma City Homeschool T-shirt
Design: First place, Wolfchase Homeschool of Arlington, Tenn Most
Elegant Machine: First place, Wichita Homeschool of Wichita, Kan third
place, Mineral Area HomeSchool Group of Farmington, Mo.
Most Robust Machine: second place, Wichita Homeschool.; and third
place, Oklahoma City Homeschool.
Founders Award: second place, Metro Homeschool of Blue Springs, Mo
http://www.uafortsmith.edu/News/Index?skin=&storyid=2256

SSSSSPRINGPRINGPRINGPRINGPRING S S S S SEMIEMIEMIEMIEMI-F-F-F-F-FORMALORMALORMALORMALORMAL E E E E EVENTVENTVENTVENTVENT
HOSTED BY CACHE HOMESCHOOL SUPPORT GROUP

This event is open to any homeschool high school student. All who attend
must agree to the guidelines. Last year around 200 attended. We had a
great time last year in Paris. The theme this year is still being discussed,
but we expect the same flair and awesome décor.

Who: Homeschool High Schoolers (grades 9-12) and their guest.
What: Semi-formal private party including dinner followed by dancing and
music. This event is not a “couples” event. Join other homeschool high
school students for a very special evening of fellowship and fun.
When: Friday, April 17, 2009, 6:30-11 p.m.
Where: The Lone Star Convention and Expo Center, 9055 Airport Road
(Fm1484), Conroe, Texas 77303 Mandatory Dress Guidelines: You Must
dress appropriately or you will not be permitted entry into this event.

This event is limited to 200 teenagers, and priority is given to CACHE
members.
Questions: Contact Billie jo Craig at billiejocr@yahoo.com or 936-203-
2866 Early bird price deadline is February 20, register early to reserve
your space.

HHHHHOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTONONONONON M M M M MUSEUMUSEUMUSEUMUSEUMUSEUM E E E E EDUCADUCADUCADUCADUCATTTTTORSORSORSORSORS O O O O OPENPENPENPENPEN H H H H HOUSEOUSEOUSEOUSEOUSE

The Houston Museum District will host the 13th annual Museum
Educators Open House on Saturday, January 24, 2009 from 9 a.m.
until 1 p.m. The event is free for all Houston area educators, school
administrators, home school educators and student teachers to explore
five museums and hear from representatives of more than 25 museums
and cultural organizations.Family members and guests attending with
educators are subject to admission fees.
In advance of the event, educators are encouraged to pre-register on
the Museum District’s Web site, www.houstonmuseumdistrict.org. Once
registered, they will receive an admission ticket/passport that will allow
them to bypass the potentially long lines at the registration booth on
the event day.
Note the free museum day for families that was to be held on September
20, 2008 was canceled due to IKE. Museum District Day for families
returns Saturday, September 12, 2009.

TX STX STX STX STX SPEECHPEECHPEECHPEECHPEECH     ANDANDANDANDAND D D D D DEBEBEBEBEBAAAAATETETETETE - NCFCA  - NCFCA  - NCFCA  - NCFCA  - NCFCA TTTTTOURNOURNOURNOURNOURNAMENTSAMENTSAMENTSAMENTSAMENTS

Mark your calendars for the Houston Warm-Up for January 29-31, 2009.
It will be our first Regional Qualifier of the season for Region IV!!

The January Warm-Up in Houston is an NCFCA Regional Qualifying
Tournament open to all NCFCA Affiliates in Region IV. NCFCA Affiliation
is required prior to registration for this Qualifying Tournament. For
more information on NCFCA Affiliation, please visit http://www.ncfca.org/
.
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HEART HEART HEART HEART HEART OFOFOFOFOF T T T T TEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS 2009 C 2009 C 2009 C 2009 C 2009 COLLEGEOLLEGEOLLEGEOLLEGEOLLEGE N N N N NIGHTIGHTIGHTIGHTIGHT

We are very excited to announce our second annual HEART of Texas
Regional College Night!   We received so much positive feedback from
the families and college recruiters who attended last year that we have
decided to make this an annual event! This is a great opportunity to
meet with various college representatives who are looking to enlist the
academic prowess of our students.

Tuesday, January 27, 2009 from 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Grapevine Convention Center
1209 S. Main Street
Grapevine, TX 76051
Early registration deadline December 31, 2008 http://
www.heartoftex.org/college/familyreg/familyreg.php

AAAAAGGIELANDGGIELANDGGIELANDGGIELANDGGIELAND S S S S SAAAAATURDTURDTURDTURDTURDAAAAAYYYYY

Date: February 21, 2009
Location: College Station
For high school students considering attending Texas A&M: The Office of
Admissions and Records at Texas A&M University invites you to our open
house called Aggieland Saturday. Once a year, prospective freshman and
transfer students travel to Texas A&M University to experience the spirit
of Aggieland. You will participate in a variety of group sessions that will
provide you with information about freshman and transfer admissions,
financial aid, student services, student organizations, and student
traditions. Come and discover why Texas A&M University is one of the top
academic institutions in the nation.
For further details, go to the website or call the number below.
Register to attend by clicking the REGISTRATION link to the left at the
website. Registration is recommended but not required.
http://www.tamu.edu/aggiesaturday/

EEEEEVENINGSVENINGSVENINGSVENINGSVENINGS     FORFORFORFORFOR E E E E EDUCADUCADUCADUCADUCATTTTTORSORSORSORSORS     AAAAATTTTT MF MF MF MF MFAHAHAHAHAH

Evenings for Educators will be held at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
on January 13, 2009 from 5:30 pm – 8:30 pm.

JJJJJOSHUAOSHUAOSHUAOSHUAOSHUA B B B B BELLELLELLELLELL     INININININ C C C C CONCERTONCERTONCERTONCERTONCERT

See Joshua Bell in concert January 31, 2009 in San Antonio.
Homeschool discounts are offered but expire January 9th.  For more
information, visit: http://www.jsoft.com/archive/taffie/BroadwaySA.html

HHHHHOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL     TTTTTHEAHEAHEAHEAHEATERTERTERTERTER D D D D DISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTS

Homeschool theater discounts will be available in the coming weeks for
both BAA and TUTS shows: Please check http://www.jsoft.com/archive/
taffie/theater/ for more information. There will be a last chance offer for
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang in January.
Thanks for great response to the holiday offers. The offer for Phantom of
the Opera will be available at a later date. When offers become active,
orders must be placed before the offers expire or you will not get the
homeschool discount. Questions contact Susan Frederick at sjf@jsoft.com.

CCCCCAROLEAROLEAROLEAROLEAROLE J J J J JOYOYOYOYOY S S S S SEIDEIDEIDEIDEID S S S S SEMINAREMINAREMINAREMINAREMINAR

A Literature Based Approach to Education March 21, 2009 9:00 am -
5:00 pm St John the Divine Episcopal Church 2450 River Oaks Boulevard
Houston, TX 77019

$45.00 advance (postmarked by March 6th) $53.00 after March 6th,
or at the door For more information or to print off a registration form,
go to http://www.carolejoyseid.com
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NNNNNAAAAATIONTIONTIONTIONTIONALALALALAL H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL B B B B BASKETBASKETBASKETBASKETBASKETBALLALLALLALLALL     TTTTTOURNOURNOURNOURNOURNAMENTAMENTAMENTAMENTAMENT

Location: Springfield MO *new location*
The Annual National Christian Homeschool Basketball Championships
has moved! After 8 years in OK, the new location will be Springfield MO.
The tournament featuring about 3,000 players from across the country
will be held at more than two dozen Springfield locations from March 16
to 21, 2009. Springfield will be the site of the tournament through at
least 2011.
h t t p : / / b a s k e t b a l l n a t i o n a l s . b l o g s p o t . c o m
www.homeschoolbasketball.com

HHHHHOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL I I I I INFORMANFORMANFORMANFORMANFORMATIONTIONTIONTIONTION N N N N NIGHTIGHTIGHTIGHTIGHT

Date: April 21, 2009 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm
The Woodlands United Methodist Church - Wesley Hall (Lake Woodlands
Dr/Grogan’s Mill) Invite your friends who are considering homeschooling
for an evening of information and encouragement.  Refreshments will be
served.  Please note, there is no childcare provided.  http://
www.homewoodchristianassociation.org/HCA_Information_Night.htm

AAAAANNUALNNUALNNUALNNUALNNUAL ARCH H ARCH H ARCH H ARCH H ARCH HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL C C C C CURRICULUMURRICULUMURRICULUMURRICULUMURRICULUM F F F F FAIRAIRAIRAIRAIR

ARCH Homeschool Furriculum Fair will be held April 24 & 25, 2009 at
the University of St. Thomas.  Our goal for the conference is that our
speakers answer questions that you didn’t even know you had, view the
best of Catholic materials, and network a stronger Catholic community.
Please check this site for updates: http://www.arch-homeschool.org/

AAAAARLINGTONRLINGTONRLINGTONRLINGTONRLINGTON B B B B BOOKOOKOOKOOKOOK F F F F FAIRAIRAIRAIRAIR

The 25th annual Arlington Book Fair will be held at the Arlington
Convention Center May 8 – 9, 2009.  Shop for books, attend workshops,
meet other homeschoolers, be encouraged.  Check website for updates.
Hearth & Home Ministries
http://www.homeschoolbookfair.org

FEAST BFEAST BFEAST BFEAST BFEAST BOOKFOOKFOOKFOOKFOOKFAIRAIRAIRAIRAIR

FEAST Bookfair will be held on May 15-16, 2009 in San Antonio, TX.
Stay tuned for updates.
http://www.homeschoolfeast.com/bookfair/
Family Educators Alliance of South Texas (FEAST) http://
www.homeschoolfeast.com/

LLLLLITTLEITTLEITTLEITTLEITTLE M M M M MERMAIDERMAIDERMAIDERMAIDERMAID

Houston Grand Opera and Opera to Go! is presenting the opera Little
Mermaid (based on Dvorak’s Rusalka) at the historic Heinen Theater/
Houston Community College Central Campus.  Performances are at
9:30 and 11:30 AM, January 20 through January 24.  The show is in
English and lasts 45 minutes.  Tickets are only $5.00 a person!

EEEEEXPLXPLXPLXPLXPLOREOREOREOREORE UT L UT L UT L UT L UT LEARNINGEARNINGEARNINGEARNINGEARNING F F F F FUNUNUNUNUN D D D D DAAAAAYYYYY

Date: March 7, 2009 11:00 – 5:00
We want to invite the students (K-12) in your home schools - and their
parents - to a day of enrichment activities at the University of Texas at
Austin. It’s free; no registration.  You can choose from more than 300
activities across the campus.  For more information visit: http://
www.utexas.edu/events/exploreut/

CHEACT SCHEACT SCHEACT SCHEACT SCHEACT SUMMERUMMERUMMERUMMERUMMER C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE

CHEACT Summer Conference will be held June 26-27, 2009 in Austin,
TX. For more information, please visit www.cheact.org.
CHEACT - Christian Home Education Association of Central Texas

IHM DIHM DIHM DIHM DIHM DALLASALLASALLASALLASALLAS C C C C CAAAAATHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLIC H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE

IHM Dallas Conference will be held July 24-25, 2009 at 1209 South
Main Street, Grapevine, TX 76051. There will be many Catholic
Vendors at this conference. See website for updates.
http://www.ihmconference.org/dallas/index.php
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January 24, 2009
Early registration Deadline - January 5, 2009 NorthWest Bible Church
5503 Fellowship Lane, Spring, TX 77379
For the past seven years, Kathleen Duncan has traveled throughout the
South sharing this valuable information.  She uses humor and honesty to
share how her family has successfully graduated three teens.  More than
twenty-five hundred families have attended her seminars.

Seminar Fees -
Cost per family: $50 if paid by January 5 $60 if paid at the door or after
January 5 Optional Portfolio Session Fee - $40 if paid by January 5 $50
if paid at the door or after January 5 Teens are welcome to come with
their parents.  http://www.homeschoolforhighschool.com/
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There is help!  Come have fun while learning!  This hands-on workshop
will help prepare you for participating in a science fair or improve what
you have been doing.  It is set up in grade groups and utilizes networking
amongst students with some direction from parents.  You will even have
past student display boards set up to get ideas from.  It will help the
whole family be prepared for the task at hand.  Karen Garza, coordinator
of the Texas Regional Science Fair, is coordinating this effort.  Mark your
calendar now for Saturday, February 21, 2009 from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm
at Tomball College Beckendorf Conference Center.  This forum is set up
for students K-12th and their parents.  It would be helpful if arrange-
ments were made for younger children.  Nursing babies are welcome.
Topics to be covered are:
  9:00 – 10:00 am – Project Brainstorming
10:15 – 11:15 am – Now What?
11:30 – 12:30 am – Board Design & Interview Tips
12:30  –  1:30 pm - Lunch (pre-paid) – Q&A + Networking
The last session is when we get to put the finishing touches on your
project idea.  It allows for one-on-one questions and networking amongst
families.  This time frame is optional.  This year we are looking into pre-
paid boxed lunches to offer something that is healthier than pizza!  De-
tails will be on our registration form.  We estimate the cost will be around
$6 - $8 per person and will include a drink.  You can also bring your lunch.
The registration fee is $15 per family to cover teaching materials and
handouts.  Deadline to receive registration is February 11, so make sure
to mail your registration no later than February 9.  After this date it is
late registration, which is $20 and will need to be received no later than
February 18.
For more information or to register, please contact Karen Garza at 281-
370-6222 or texasregionalsciencefair@yahoo.com.  For up to date in-
formation visit: www.texasregionalsciencefair.com
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Join us for our 13th year on April 4, 2009 at Tomball College Beckendorf
Conference Center!  What a great way to take on the challenge of diving
deeper into science while also having a chance to be awarded great
prizes.  Every student is recognized in our program, earns a ribbon, and
receives a gift pack.  Generally there are 5 age categories and in each
one a student based on their work has the ability to earn additional
recognition.  Our specialty awards include Grand Champion, Reserve
Grand Champion, Best Display, Most Original, and Best Interview.  This
past year, God made a miraculous provision that allowed our 5 Grand
Champions to receive $100 savings bonds and our 5 Reserve Grand
Champions to receive $50 bonds, as well as science related gifts.  All of
this is only possible through sponsor donations.  ICARE is our proud host
who help provide our volunteers and they have chosen to also be a
sponsor.  Our 2008 sponsors also included Full Measure Productions
and Revelation Science.  We look forward to additional sponsors, especially
since we are now a recognized non-profit organization, so that all
donations are tax deductible!  If you or your company are interested in
being a sponsor, please contact us at the e-mail below.
Check out the article in this newsletter on a science fair workshop that
can help prepare your family to participate here or at another fair.  Keep
updated at www.texasregionalsciencefair.com or contact Karen Garza at
texasregionalsciencefair@yahoo.com.  Thank you and we look forward to
serving you!!
Fees:         $10 per exhibitor, teams limited to 2 students
Registration deadline:        Wednesday, March 20, 2009
NOTE on REGISTRATION:  Each year we receive late registrations that
make it difficult for our volunteer team, but we don’t want any student to
be left out, so this year late registrations fees are $15 per exhibitor and
will not be accepted after March 27, so please plan accordingly!
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Texas A&M’s College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences
16th Annual Open House Saturday, April 25, 2009 in College Station,
TX 9am - 4pm Open House is a chance for the College of Veterinary
Medicine to reach out to the community to promote and stimulate
education about the many aspects of veterinary medicine, public health,
and the roles of animals and veterinarians in our society. Educational
exhibits in the veterinary school, small animal clinic, and large animal
clinic. The College of Veterinary Medicine’s Open House is open to
everyone and requires no prior registration!  No one is too old or too
young to attend Open House. There is something here for everyone!
http://www.cvm.tamu.edu/openhouse/


